
FTL Description Description

Cheese

(made from pas-
teurized milk), 
fresh soft or soft 
unripened

Includes soft unripened/fresh soft cheeses. Doesn’t 
include cheeses that are frozen or previously frozen, 
shelf stable at ambient temperature, or aseptically 
processed and packaged.

(made from pas-
teurized milk), 
soft ripened or 
semi-soft

Includes soft ripened/semi-soft cheeses. Doesn’t 
include cheeses that are frozen or previously frozen, 
shelf stable at ambient temperature, or aseptically 
processed and packaged.

(made from 
unpasteurized 
milk), other than 
hard cheese

Includes all cheeses made with unpasteurized milk, 
other than hard cheeses. Doesn’t include cheeses 
that are frozen or previously frozen, shelf stable at 
ambient temperature, or aseptically processed and 
packaged.

Shell 
eggs

Shell egg means the egg of the domesticated chicken.

Nut  
butters

Includes all types of tree nut and peanut butters. Includes all forms of nut 
butters, including shelf stable, refrigerated, frozen, and previously frozen 
products. Doesn’t include soy or seed butters.

Fresh  
cucum-
bers

Includes all varieties of fresh cucumbers.

Fresh 
herbs

Includes all types of fresh herbs.  
Herbs listed in 21 CFR 112.2(a)(1) are exempt.

Fresh 
Leafy  
greens

Regular

Includes all types of fresh leafy greens. Doesn’t in-
clude whole head cabbages such as green cabbage, 
red cabbage, or savoy cabbage. Doesn’t include 
banana leaf, grape leaf, and leaves that are grown on 
trees. Leafy greens listed in § 112.2(a)(1) are exempt.

Fresh
Includes all types of fresh-cut leafy greens, including 
single and mixed greens.
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Fresh melons Includes all types of fresh melons.

Fresh peppers Includes all varieties of fresh peppers.

Fresh sprouts
Includes all varieties of fresh sprouts  
(irrespective of seed source), including single and mixed 
sprouts.

Fresh tomatoes Includes all varieties of fresh tomatoes.

Fresh fruits from 
tropical trees

Includes all types of fresh tropical tree fruit. 
Doesn’t include non-tree fruits, tree nuts, pit fruits, nor cit-
rus.

Fresh-cut fruits Includes all types of fresh-cut fruits. 
Fruits listed in § 112.2(a)(1) are exempt.

Fresh-cut  
vegetables other 
than leafy greens

Includes all types of fresh-cut vegetables other than leafy 
greens. Vegetables listed in § 112.2(a)(1) are  
exempt.
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Finfish 
(fresh, frozen, 
and previously 
frozen)

Histamine-
producing  
species

Includes all histamine-producing species of  
finfish.

Species  
potentially  
contaminated 
with ciguatoxin

Includes all finfish species potentially  
contaminated with ciguatoxin.

Species not 
associated with 
histamine or  
ciguatoxin

Includes all species of finfish not associated 
with histamine or ciguatoxin. Siluriformes fish 
are not included.

Smoked finfish 
(refrigerated, frozen, 
and previously  
frozen)

Includes all types of smoked finfish, 
including cold smoked finfish and hot smoked finfish.

Crustaceans  
(refrigerated, frozen, 
and previously  
frozen)

Includes all crustacean species.

Molluscan shell-
fish, bivalves  
(refrigerated, frozen, 
and previously  
frozen)

Includes all species of bivalve mollusks. Doesn’t include scallop 
adductor muscle. Raw bivalve molluscan shellfish that are (1) 
covered by the requirements of the National Shellfish Sanitation 
Program; (2) subject to the requirements of 21 CFR part 123, 
subpart C, and 21 CFR 1240.60; or (3) covered by a final equiva-
lence determination by FDA for raw  
bivalve molluscan shellfish are exempt.

Refrigerated 
ready-to-eat  
deli salads

Includes all types of refrigerated ready-to-eat deli salads, in-
cluding ready-to-eat deli salads that are frozen at some point in 
the supply chain prior to retail. Doesn’t include meat salads.
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